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2008 Clubroot Update

Murray Hartman
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Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development

Clubroot Survey 2008

• 3 survey groups
• University of Alberta: S.E. Strelkov and V.P. 

Manolii
– Annual clubroot surveys initiated in 2004
– Initially focused on Edmonton region
– Surveys expanded with increased occurrence of the 

disease
– 2008 focus on previously non-surveyed areas

• Visited total of 374 fields in 15 counties
• 18 infested fields found, 3 new counties
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Southern Alberta Southern Alberta –– Ron HowardRon Howard

• CDC South staff in cooperation with ASB 
and private sector agronomists

• 95 fields, 13 counties
– 2 confirmed infestations, 7 suspects pending 

PCR test results
• Lethbridge field still a puzzle

– 5 new counties

Ag Service Boards

• All counties growing canola / mustard were 
strongly encouraged to survey in 2008
– Most used a less intense survey method to 

detect presence
– A few counties checked every canola field

• Eg Sturgeon checked 860 fields
– Around 5000 fields 
– About 210 infested fields reported (some are 

common with U of A or ARD)
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2003 infestation

Pink- surveyed and 
found positive

Green – surveyed and 
found negative

Yellow – suspect and 
still under investigation 
or results inconclusive

White – not surveyed 
and status unknown

Positive near Medicine 
Hat is a cole crop 

market garden

Preliminary Nov 2008
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Confirmed Clubroot Infestations in Alberta
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Control Measures in the future?
• research (U of A: Strelkov, Rahman

ARD: Hwang, Howard)
– Effectiveness of liming with wood ash or lime, soil 

applied fungicide, calcium cyanamide
– Bait crops
– biofungicides
– Seed transmission
– Resistance breeding

• Probably 2 years away from varieties with short term 
resistance

– Equipment sanitation products / methods
• Partially funded by energy companies

Swift Environmental Ltd.
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