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A NEW CROP 
OPPORTUNITY
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Camelina – The Crop

• Also called Gold of Pleasure, German Sesame, False 
Flax

• Ancient oilseed originated in Northern Europe and 
parts of Central Asia

• Tolerant to frost, heat and drought 

• Resistant to flea beetles, blackleg and alternaria

• Short Season crop: 80-100 days

• Suitable for fall seeding or early spring seeding
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Camelina – Acreage
• Estimated acreage in Canada – 50,000 acres
• Estimated acreage in Saskatchewan – 25,000 

acres
• Industry Target: 1.5 M acresin Canada/US by 

2013
• Current Production is under contract only. 
• Key contractors in SK: 

• Great Plains-The Camelina Company
• Sustainable Oils Inc.
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Camelina – Agronomics
• Extremely small seed size (1000 seed wt. = 1-2g)
• Seeding depth at ¼ inch
• No registered herbicides in Canada yet!
• Assure II under Minor Use Registration process
• Poast registered in the US 
• Seen as low input crop ($60-70/acre).  However, 

responds well to fertilizers



Click to edit Master title style

• Click to edit Master text styles
• Second level
• Third level
• Fourth level
• Fifth level

5

Camelina: N-Response

Figure 1. Camelina seed yield response to N fertilizer rate at four  locations on the prairies, and one location each 
in Prince Edward Island (PEI) and Nova Scotia (NS)
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Low Input Crop

No Fertilizer 50 lbs/ac of N
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Early Maturing
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Camelina: Research
• Contractors are seed developers too!
• Saskatchewan Agriculture committed: >700K 

to date
• AAFC researchers are developing agronomy 

package, developing germplasm
• Private company research:

– Herbicide Tolerance
– Industrial Oil profile
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Camelina: Harvest, Yield, Economics
• Non-shattering pods, suitable for straight 

cutting
• Average yields: 25-30 bushels/acre (50 lbs/bu)
• 2009 yields in SK:

– Penzance: 35 bu/ac
– Bulyea: 25 bu/ac
– Aneroid: 53 bu/ac(his peas were 10 bu/ac)

• Average Price: $9 to $10.50 per bushel
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Camelina: Oil Markets
• North America – primarily biofuel

• Jet fuel market emerged – US Army and Navy
• Food markets (EU) – omega 3 and omega 6

• Primary processing in Montana and Washington State
• Regina has processing plant (General Bioenergy Inc)

• Lot of interest for processing camelina in Canada
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Camelina: Meal Markets
• US-FDA Approval for up to 10% in broiler 

chickens and cattle feed
• Not approved in Canada yet!
• Maritime Provinces see camelina meal as fish 

meal replacement
• GRAS application in progress in the US
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Camelina: The Industry

• Research in public and private Sector
• Camelina Association of Canada – formed in January 

2009
• Saskatchewan Camelina Association – in forming
• ABIP – IOSN: Camelina is the target crop
• CSGA: Already recognizes camelina as a crop
• CFIA: Currently developing biology document
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Camelina: Growing Interest
January 2009 November 2009

>140 attendees

Attendees from Canada and the US 
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Questions????


