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Saskatchewan Provincial Update
2009

Venkata Vakulabharanam P.Ag
Provincial Specialist – Oilseed Crops 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture
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2009 - Growing Season

• Cool weather delayed seeding
• Frost, Frost and More Frost….means…
• Re-seeding, delayed emergence, delayed 

growth
• First significant rain in June…improved 

crops
• 83% of oilseeds were behind normal
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2009 – Drought in Western SK

Photos Courtesy of SCIC
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2009 Canola – Multiple Stages

Photo Courtesy of SCIC Photo Courtesy of SaskCanola
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2009 Canola Yield Estimates
• Yield estimates took a roller coaster with weather!
• Canadian Production Estimates: 10.3 MT(Jul) to 

9.54MT (Aug) to 10.27MT (Sep) to 11.83MT (Dec)
• Saskatchewan Production Estimates: Dec 03/09

Seeded Acres: 7.85M acres 
Harvested Acres: 7.26M acres
Yield: 34.8bu/acre (29.3 - Sep)
Total Production: 5.74MT (5.02 - Sep)
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2009 Canola Harvest
• Long 
• High Moisture content at harvest, drying 

needed
• By Mid-October:

– 33% of canola in the Province was still in swath or 
standing

– As much as 48% in North Eastern Saskatchewan

• During 2009 - 5% crop lost due to hail
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SK – 2009 Canola Quality

19.1(20.1)19.620.119.1Protein Content (%)

45.6(44.8)44.544.745.6Oil Content (%)

114.4 (114.2)115.1114.8114.4Iodine Value

9.4 (9.7)10.710.49.4Glucosinolates
(µ mol/g)

14.0 (15.5)18.816.013.9Chlorophyll
(mg/kg)

637 Total413620Grade

MeanCanada 3Canada 2Canada 1Attribute
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Questions?

venkata.vakulabharanam@gov.sk.ca

Telephone: (306) 787 – 4668


